So              THE     VENNER     CRIME
ley replied. "I am not making an accusation. I am
merely examining motive."
Oldland shook his head. " You'll never persuade
me that Christine Vcnner is a murderess/' he said.
" She may not have got on with her brother, but, to
put it vulgarly, she hasn't got the guts to kill him."
" I warned you that I was not making an accusation.
Nor is there any reason to impute the sole motive to
Miss Vernier. Let us try to view events from Coleforth's
point of view.
" Coleforth, if one may judge from the appearance
of his office, as reported by the Inspector, is not in
very affluent circumstances. He seems to have ex-
pensive tastes. He had a wealthy client in. Mr,
HinchMe. Hinchliffc had a niece, whom he had made
his heiress. Miss Venner, as we know, is sufficiently inti-
mate with Coleforth to call him ' Willy.' "
Oldland burst out laughing. '* The bouquet and the
little outing together on Sunday/' he exclaimed, " By
jove, I shouldn't wonder Jf you'd hit the nail on the
head, Priestley, Coleforth makes up his mind to marry
the fair Christine, eh? Why, man, he might just as
well marry one of Madame Tussaud's wax figures 1 But
there's the fortune, of course/'
"That is my point," said Dr. Priestley tranquilly.
" All this is purely conjectiire, of course. But I main-
tain that it is within the bounds of possibility that Cole-
forth determined to marry Miss Venner, at the time
when she was still her uncle's heiress.
" But for some reason, and as recently AS last May,
Hinchliffe alters his will. Whether or not Coleforth con-
tinued his attentions to Miss Venner after that date, we
do not know. Then Hinchliffe dies, and the position is
once more altered, Ernest Venner comes into the for-
tune. If he has not made a will, Miss Venner, as his
next of kin, succeeds him,"